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Travelers Staying Home for the Holidays
TripAdvisor Survey Shows Majority of Travelers Like to 'Escape' Family at the
Holidays; This Year, They're Staying Home
Respondents Weigh in on Top Gifts, How to Avoid Security Delays This
Holiday Season and How They Really Feel about Friends
PRNewswire
NEEDHAM, Mass.

Fifty-three percent of the more than 1,500 TripAdvisor(TM) travelers recently surveyed said they are likely to take a vacation
that does not include family during the holidays. When asked specifically about this year's holiday season, the vast majority are
staying home. Fifty-eight percent are staying home for Thanksgiving, 51 percent for Christmas/Hanukkah/Kwanza and more
than 71 percent will be home for New Year's.

TripAdvisor asked, "Who are you most likely to 'escape' by going away for the holiday?" Respondents chose friends first,
surprisingly ahead of in-laws and parents. Eight percent admitted that they'd most like to escape their spouse.

For those who are traveling for the holidays, the majority will be taking car trips and taking them early or late in order to avoid
the heavy holiday traffic, according to the survey. It seems there will be less traffic at the airports this holiday season, as 49
percent of respondents intend to avoid flying.

While nearly half of the survey respondents may not fly, those who are willing to take flight chose an exotic beach destination as
the most desirable holiday escape, with 42 percent of the vote. An escape to a popular city came in second, with 23 percent.
Only five percent chose a skiing getaway.

What's the best way to alleviate holiday stress? Forty percent said, "Go someplace warm and sunny;" 28 percent said, "Get
some sleep;" 13 percent said, "Help the needy;" 11 percent said, "Get some drinks;" and eight percent said, "Buy something for
yourself."

What are the top traveler gifts this year, according to the survey respondents? A pre-paid/planned trip was the most popular
choice, followed by a new camera and travel literature.

When asked how to avoid security delays, 28 percent were defeatists and said, "There is nothing you can do;" 27 percent
advised, "Pack lighter and bring fewer carry-ons;" 19 percent said, "Bring unwrapped gifts;" 13 percent said, "Wear slip-on
shoes;" and 13 percent said, "Pack any metal objects in your checked bags."

"It's noteworthy that such a large number of travelers like to get away from family at the holidays," said Michele Perry,
TripAdvisor spokesperson. "What's really surprising is that travelers are more inclined to escape friends during the holidays
than in-laws or parents."

About TripAdvisor(TM)

TripAdvisor.com(TM) is the leading global travel information and advice destination, with more than 2.9 million unbiased reviews
and opinions and covering 200,000+ hotels and attractions. With more than 18 million unique monthly visitors worldwide
(source: comScore Media Metrix, July 2005), TripAdvisor(TM) features real advice from real travelers and easy access to major
online travel sites, including Expedia.com(R), Orbitz, Hotels.com(TM) and American Airlines, for the best deals on the Web.
TripAdvisor(TM) (http://www.tripadvisor.com/) offers travel suppliers a cost-per-click marketing platform, so customers pay only
for leads, not impressions, with every campaign. Winner of dozens of awards, including PC Magazine's Top 100 Web Sites and
Forbes Best of the Web, TripAdvisor is an operating company of Expedia, Inc. .
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